Sri Venteatachala-Its G10ffy|g (         i ^ 1 Hj       51

of the Universe. You have                         leaving
Yykuntha and Milky Ocean,                     fate ? What
is -our recourse ? 0 Lord of Vcnkat^Mff^^^

Bhagavan Vishnu assured all the supplicants his helping
hand. "Brahma, I am the only refuge for you all. You need
not fear. Very soon I shall be doing away with that demon
Ravana. Rest assured.55 he announced,. Turning to Agastya,
he extended a hearty welcome to him and enquired about him.
"My Lord, I have come to have your darshan. I have a humble
submission too to make. Near Sreesaila there are some Rakshasas
They are arrogant on account of the boons they secured. They
are now troubling every one. How can people suffer under
your very nose ? How is it that they are neglected thus ? The,
virtuous indeed need protection. The wicked deserve punish
mcnt. By your grace, mankind should live free from dangers,
They should have prosperity longevity, health and wealth.
Kindly save them,^ represented the great sage. Brahma and
others also requested the Lord to take urgent action. The Lord
declared :

"Now itself I shall grant you the boon. I shall eliminate
all the wicked and ensure safety, health and wealth to every one,
Every human being shall live for one hundred years. I shall grant
these blessings even if one does not ask me." The Lord then wel-
comed Sankara. The sages again submitted : "Lord of SeshagirL
this is a sacred country. Penance made here rewards quick results.
But the troubles caused by the wicked are unbearable. We pray,
Lord, make this region hoppy. Please reside on this holy hill.
What is the use of your staying somewhere invisible to all human
beings ? Kindly make yourself visible to all." The Almighty
complied with the request. He asked Indra whether he had any-
thing to say. "Lord, We are being molested by Ravana, We have